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Concept of Federal Register 2.0

• Create prototype of Web 2.0 version of daily Federal Register

• Build on foundation of GPO’s Federal Digital System (FDsys)

• Unofficial XML version, lives in parallel w/ official PDF edition

• Use XML bulk data & open source code of GovPulse.us

• Free FR format from print-based structure

• Re-imagine FR for 21st Century rulemaking

• Highlight opportunities to comment; citizen engagement 



Problem: Dense, Linear, Inflexible
Solution: Web News Journal…

News Sections – Organized by broad topic, Impt docs stay on page 

Agency “Home Pages” – Shows recent agency activity, stats

Clean Layout – More Readable Text

Crowd Sourced – Most viewed/emailed/cited

Regulatory Timeline – Link to Reg Agenda, ID Significant Rules

Calendar of Events – Public Mtgs, Comments open/due, Rules in effect

FR 2.0



More Solutions to the Problem

Comment Links – Go directly to Regs.gov docket to comment

Web Links – Integration w/ FDsys for CFR, U.S.C., prior FR docs

RSS Feeds – Personalization by agency, topic, news section, saved search

Educational Features – Regulatory process, Ask A Librarian

Official PDF for Authentication – Legal edition, print on demand

XML files – Download on demand; use data in other apps.

FR 2.0



Broad Topics
 Business & Industry
• Agribusiness, Hydropower, Energy, Mining, Labor, Telecom, Transport

 Environment 
• “Enviro-Register” for EPA, DOI, USDA, DOE, Army Corps, USCG, CEQ

 Health & Public Welfare
• Food safety, Health benefits, Consumer protection, Product safety, Education, 

Housing, Worker safety, Childrens’ benefits

 Money
• Banking, Exchanges, Taxes: Treas, Fed, FDIC, SEC, NCUA, FinCIC

 Science & Technology
• The cutting edge: NASA, FAA, FCC, NTIA, NIST, RUS, ED, DOE

 World 
• Security, Immigration, Trade, Customs, Foreign Relations, Defense
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Business & Industry section

Lists of documents opening/closing for comment

Agency
spotlight



Health & Public Welfare section

Highlight documents in the news in
parallel w/ Times, Post, WSJ, USAT



Each agency has “Home Page”

Sub-Agencies
Listed/Linked

Agency descriptions sourced from 
U.S. Government Manual, FR, CFR



DOT-wide Significant Regulations
Mined from Unified Agenda
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Search Docs, Events, Unified Agenda 
Emphasis on Public Participation

• Show Mtgs, Effective Dates, Comments Due

o Public Meetings

Search and filter; Limit searches to locations
Subscribe to customized feeds of events 
Share with others through social media

• Download to Outlook or other Calendar



Search for Public Meetings



Search for Public Meetings



Search Comment Opportunities

Comments opening/closing



Find 
Events
by Location 



Search for 
rules going 
into effect



Public Participation Features
Second phase of FR 2.0 to get more granular

• Highlight public meetings with web sessions and call-ins

Organize FR Participation Opportunities into categories

• Agencies can use FR to highlight ways to get involved:

o Tech – Contests/challenges to make Mobile Device Apps and Games
o Science – Citizen science like National Lab Day
o Expertise – Share knowledge in sciences, engineering, education
o Service – Practice a skill or volunteer time
o Kids – Participation opportunities for young people



Uses XML and Open Source Code

No restrictions on re-use of code 
Anyone can build regulatory apps from FR 2.0



Questions?

Contact: OpenFederalRegister@nara.gov
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