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Federal Register 2.0 Concept
Beta Release: July 26, 2010

• Build prototype of Web 2.0 version of daily Federal Register

• XML bulk data, open source code re-purposed as Gov App

• Free FR format from print-based structure

• Re-imagine FR for 21st Century rulemaking

• Highlight citizen participation opportunities, as appropriate



Problem: Dense, Linear, Inflexible
Solution: Web News Journal…

News Sections – Organized by broad topic, Impt docs stay on page 

Agency-by-Agency Pages – Recent/significant agency activity, stats

Calendar of Events – Rules, Public Mtgs, Comments open/due

Clean Layout – More Readable Text

Crowd Sourced – Most viewed/emailed/cited

Regulatory Timeline – Link to Reg Agenda, ID Significant Rules

FR 2.0



More Solutions to the Problem

Comment Links – Go directly to Regs.gov docket to comment

Web Links – Integration w/ FDsys for e-CFR, U.S.C., prior FR docs

RSS Feeds – Personalization; Possibilities for new widgets

Educational Features – Regulatory process, Ask A Librarian

Official PDF for Authentication – Legal edition, print on demand

XML files – Download on demand, use data in other apps.

FR 2.0



Broad Topics for Communities
Business & Industry
– Agribusiness, Hydropower, Energy, Mining, Labor, Telecom, Transport

Environment 
– “Enviro-Register” for EPA, DOI, USDA, DOE, Army Corps, USCG, CEQ

Health & Public Welfare
– Food safety, Health benefits, Consumer protection, Product safety, 

Education, Housing, Worker safety, Childrens’ benefits

Money
– Banking, Exchanges, Taxes: Treas, Fed, FDIC, SEC, NCUA, FinCIC

Science & Technology
– The cutting edge: NASA, FAA, FCC, NTIA, NIST, RUS, ED, DOE

World 
– Security, Immigration, Trade, Customs, Foreign Relations, Defense



Section View: Business & Industry

Crowd Sourcing

RSS Feed
Menu-driven
or based 
on search 
parameters



Section View: Environment

Important docs
Stay on each 
topical section 
for days/weeks
“above the fold.”

Agencies
can 
request
spotlight



Document in Environment Section

Links to 
Reg Agenda, 
Prior FR docs 
to track reg
lifecycle, &
ID Significant 
Rules under 
EO 12866

Key Data 
In Text Bloc

Summary is
more visible



Energy Document

Official PDF & 
XML data 
for download

New: Navigation Links
within FR Doc

Direct Link
Into Regs.gov
Docket and
Comment Form



Agency “Home” Pages

Pie chart
will show 
rules, 
proposed rules, 
notices breakdown

Each Sub-
agency has
a page

Agency 
Descriptions 
from U.S. 
Govt Manual



Agency “Home” Pages
Significant Regs Identified 

Compilation 
of other regs



Uses XML and Open Source Code

No restrictions on re-use of code 
Anyone can build regulatory apps from FR 2.0



FR 2.0 and Public Participation

• One feature of FR 2.0 will be to display public 
participation opportunities from agency FR notices
– Search and filter the full text of the opportunity
– Limit searches to a location
– Subscribe to a customized feed of public opportunities 
– Share opportunities with others through social media

• Public participation feature can also include additional 
information from agencies on public participation 
opportunities
– Can serve as a consolidation point for all open opportunities, 

including challenges, contests, public events, volunteer 
opportunities



Public Participation Feature Planning
• First phase of public participation feature will go live with FR 2.0 

launch on July 26th
– Initially will be populated with opportunities from Federal Register 

notices
• A second phase would incorporate opportunities submitted to FR 2.0 

by agencies
– Opportunities will be organized into categories such as—

• Tech – ie. making iPhone Apps and Games
• Science – ie. citizen science like National Lab Day
• Policy/Expertise – ie. responding to a policy question
• Service – i.e. practicing a skill or volunteering
• Kids – ie. participation opportunities for young people

– Web form access will allow submitter to add basic metadata
– XML feed will be available for agencies to incorporate opportunity 

listings back into their own sites



Participation App Search Results

Calendar of 
Events pulls from 
FR docs,
other agency 
submissions



Participation App Icons



Want to Participate?

• We are looking for volunteer agencies to assist in the 
Public Participation pilot project
– Help define the submission process
– Help define metadata needs
– Share examples of participation opportunities for 

development and testing
– Test new feature before launch



• For questions or to volunteer for the FR 2.0 
Public Participation Pilot, please contact:

OpenFederalRegister@nara.gov

mailto:OpenFederalRegister@nara.gov
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